A fluoroscopic burn to a patient's right hand sustained in removing a sewing needle--a 22-year follow-up.
Severe radiation burns to the skin and deeper tissues resulting from diagnostic radiology have fortunately been very rare in the United Kingdom. It is hoped they will now be only of historical or academic interest. For this reason a very severe radiation burn to the right hand of a young woman, caused by prolonged fluoroscopy in removing a metalic foreign body, is described. This resulted in a severe sloughing of the skin of the dorsum of the hand that had to be grafted. Subsequently progressive bone necrosis occurred and the hand has never been fully useful since the accident. It is noteworthy that a surgical assistant also sustained radiation burns to the fingers.